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Today’s Presentation

1.New Mexico State Library and Public Libraries in New Mexico

What is the New Mexico State Library?

New Mexico Public Library Data

2.Statewide Summer Reading Programs at Public Libraries

Statistics and Resources

3.Case Study in Summer Learning: Rio Rancho Public Library

4.Ideas for Partnering with your local public library



Who is presenting today?

Brynn Cole
Community Engagement Manager, Rio Rancho Public Libraries

Kelly McCabe, MLIS, MAEd
Youth Services Coordinator, New Mexico State Library



Statewide Remote 
and Rural Services 

ElPortal - Online
Research/Tutoring/Training

Library for the Blind 
and Print Disabled

Bookmobiles (3 Routes)

Books By Mail

What is the New Mexico State Library?
The New Mexico State Library, established in 1929, is committed to providing leadership that
promotes effective library services and access to information to all citizens of New Mexico. 

Fully functioning public
library in Santa Fe:
Research and Reference

Circulating Collections
(Southwest, Library Science)

Newspapers/Periodicals

Public Computers



What is the New Mexico State Library?
The New Mexico State Library, established in 1929, is committed to providing leadership that
promotes effective library services and access to information to all citizens of New Mexico. 

Services for Libraries and
Library Staff

Consulting
Professional Development

Certification
Circulating Kits and Exhibits

Administer State and Federal
Funding for Libraries

Statewide Initiatives for 
Youth and Families 

Summer Reading Program
Early Literacy Calendar

FamilyPass
Brainfuse



Public libraries are an existing,
ready-made network of trusted

community contacts
throughout the state.  







Raise your hand if you ever
participated in a library

Summer Reading Program



What is a Summer Reading Program?
Generally, SRPs are a concentrated set of
programs, during a specific time period, that
require registration, and have an ending
goal, prize or event. 

Each public library develops a program to
meet the specific needs of their
community. 

Summer Reading Programs are often the
most recognizable programming of public
libraries. 



Why Summer Reading Programs?

Summer Reading Programs help:
build relationships and community
foster civic partnerships
encourage reading and the use of other library
resources
and provide needed out-of-school
programming throughout New Mexico.

Provide opportunities to explore personal interests -
outside of required school curriculum. 

Can reach new patrons within the community
not available during the school year. 







82% of libraries
“track” reading as

part of their summer
reading programs



BUT WHAT ELSE DID NM LIBRARIES DO?







New Mexico is a state member of the Collaborative Summer Library Program, a national nonprofit
which offers a national theme, graphics and programming ideas and materials to assist libraries of all sizes
in conducting successful summer reading programs.

The New Mexico State Library provides statewide membership in CSLP, merchandise vouchers, statewide
surveys, trainings, support and idea sharing. Individual New Mexico public libraries create summer
programming to meet the needs of their communities. 





Population
112,524 people as of 2024
Median Age: 39
95.2% high school or higher
Poverty Rate: 7.4%
Geographically large, but populations are
clustered

Who is Rio Rancho?

Library Users
3 branches
1 bookmobile
44,892 Library cards
347,696 items circulated





Summer Break

Community
loves a reading

challenge

Yearlong
support

Why we Summer Read



Pre-planning

Reading
Challenge

Programs

How it works

Build out the overall format
Reverse planning
Planning in small chunks

Continue yearlong
reoccurring programs
Add specialized all ages
programs
Add specialized age specific
programs

Community Needs:



Reading Challenge

Sign up & get a prize
Minimal information needed

Multiple ways to sign-up

Community needs: celebration of reading, reading challenge,
paper logs, reading challenge for all age groups, more equitable
prize distribution

Sign Up Read
All reading counts
Count in minutes

Each age group has a different
challenge number

Collect Prizes
Weekly prizes for all age groups 

Book prizes for 4 weeks completed
Book Prize for all 8 weeks

completed



Partnerships

Use your community asset
mapping to figure out who in the
community hosts free outreach

events and programs

Community Outreach Paid Presenters
People who do presentations or

performances for a living

Internal Partners
Staff and supporters have hidden
skills and interests they are often

willing share if ask them 



Wonders on Wheels Llamas del Sol Roots of Jazz

Programs & Partnerships

Cardboard City



Liz Mangual Art to G.O. NM Agg in the
Classroom

Programs & Partnerships

Collaborative Art



NM United Explora Foam Party

Programs & Partnerships

Messy Morning in
the Yard



An existing network of trusted community contacts - with a
mission to reach all members of the community. They are not
your competition. 

Educate new members of the community about the mission and
activities of your organization. Mutually beneficial. 

Introduce your existing youth to the library and librarianship
as a career in service of their community, beginning perhaps
with volunteering or mentorships, service learning, etc. 

 

Why?

Partnering with your local public library



Get a library card.  Know what is happening at the library in your
community so you can spot opportunities for collaboration. 
Provide the “subject matter expert” for programs at the library
Co-promote programs for both organizations
Sponsor a series of programs at the library

Afterschool clubs/camps
Storytime
Summer reading events

What resources does the library have that could benefit your
existing youth?  

Databases, tutoring, research, library of things, FamilyPass

How?

Partnering with your local public library



What is something NEW
you learned today about

public libraries?



Questions for us?



Kelly McCabe

kelly.mccabe@dca.nm.gov

Thank you!
Contact Us

Brynn Cole

bcole@rrnm.gov


